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ALLENDALE & GRAND RAPIDS, MICHIGAN
LAKERS LOOK TO 
GO 8-0 AGA 
THE HILLSDALE 
CHARGERS
SEE A7
Revealing 
the regent
CATCHING UP: GVSU is currently one of the only public institutions without an official fall break between the beginning of the semester and Thanksgiving 
break. A "fall breather” will take place from Oct. 21-23 this year, where instructors are encouraged not to assign homework or projects, gvl | KEVIN sielaff
BY JESS HODGE
NEWS@LANTHORN.COM
S
eventy-six days. That’s 
how long Grand Valley 
State University students 
have from Labor Day 
break until Thanksgiving break.
For years, Frederick Antczak, 
dean of the College of Liberal Arts 
and Science (CLAS), along with the
support of student senate, has sup­
ported the idea of a fell breather.
The fell breather, which takes 
place Oct 21-23 this year, is a week­
end where students are not assigned 
any new homework or projects.
Antczak has long-supported 
the idea of the breather, but would 
like to have an actual fall break 
with days off class to help relieve 
the impact of the stress on both 
students and faculty and staff.
“The way the fall semester is 
set up, we have to go about 11 
and 1/2 weeks straight and af­
ter midterms, people begin to 
grind down physically. There 
are more people who are just 
emotionally are tired and 
stressed out,” Antczak said. 
“You can see the difference if 
you’re in the classroom between 
winter semester students after
spring break and in fall semester 
students who don’t have a break.”
However, the idea of the fall 
breather has rarely caught on in 
past years, with some faculty mem­
bers not participating. As it is, only 
CLAS professors are invited to 
participate in the fall breather, and 
there are no repercussions if a pro­
fessor chooses to assign homework 
during the fall breather weekend. 
Antczak emphasized the impor­
tance of student influence and how 
big of a role students play in getting 
professors to take the fall breather.
“The purpose of fall breather 
is to at least give people a week­
end where either they have no 
work to do and they can relax,” 
Antczak said. “Or with no home­
work getting in their way, they 
can catch up if they’re behind.
“It’s a way of reducing panic.”
While the fall breather has no 
effect on the academic calendar, 
taking a scheduled fall break would 
change the registrar’s office calendar 
immensely. Antczak said although 
changes would have to be made - 
like starting earlier, ending one day 
later or coming back the Tbesday 
after Labor Day- it’s worth it.
“It’s an absolutely valid con­
cern to make it all match up so 
that you have an equal number 
of Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednes­
days, Thursdays and Fridays,” he 
said. “You can’t compromise.”
The fall break would arguably 
need much more work, Antczak 
said, predicting the break would 
need to be scheduled a year in ad­
vance to finagle the calendar around
SEE FALL | A2
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 20
RECOGNIZING FACULTY
Last Lecture 
continues a
GV tradition
BY DYLAN GROSSER
DGROSSER@LANTHORN.COM
CAMPUS CULTURE STUDENT LEADER
It’s rare for college students to 
take time out of their schedules to 
listen to a lecture unless it’s manda­
tory for a class, but Grand Valley 
State University’s Last Lecture is not 
your typical college lecture. Every 
year, students nominate a professor 
or faculty member at GVSU to give 
a lecture as if it was the last lecture 
they could give in their lifetime.
Based on a book of the same 
name by Jeffrey Zaslow and Randy 
Pausch, the lecture series has been a 
tradition at GVSU since 2010.
“I think (Last Lecture) holds a lot 
of amazing opportunities for there 
to be really inspiring and influential 
perspective given to inspire students 
to fulfill their dreams, to go forward 
with what they want to do with their 
life, to be a better person,” said Ma- 
layna Hasmanis, vice president for 
educational affairs on student senate.
Hasmanis said Last Lecture has 
become a campus tradition to honor a 
professor or faculty member.
“Oftentimes, it’s kind of them re­
flecting on their journey in life and 
things they’ve learned the hard way, 
to give us perspective on things they 
would have done differently (and) to 
inspire us to be a better version of 
ourselves,” Hasmanis said.
SEE LECTURE | A2
LITERACY: Student senate meets 
Thursday, Oct. 6. gvl | luke holmes
Promoting
religious
diversity
Kaufman Interfaith Institute 
aims to educate Lakers
BY JESS HODGE
NEWS@LANTHORN.COM
Religion is a controversial topic 
that can cause some heated arguments 
at the dinner table. Grand Valley State 
University’s Kaufman Interfaith Insti­
tute strives to promote interfaith di­
versity and literacy between religions.
Katie Gordon, program manag­
er at the Kaufman Institute, talked 
to GVSU’s student senate about the 
importance of the work she does 
and emphasized the institute’s con­
tinued work toward a religiously 
diverse campus community.
“We work with different con­
gregations, also secular groups, (as) 
well as religious congregations from 
all different traditions and service
SEE DIVERSITY | A2
Brandon Fitzgerald crowned homecoming regent
BY MEGHAN MCBRADY
MMCBRADY@LANTHORN.COM
Ranging from painted faces 
to fluttering pom-pons and flags 
in various shades of Laker blue, 
the Grand Valley State University 
community showed up in droves 
Saturday, Oct. 15 at Lubbers Sta­
dium to celebrate the end of GV­
SU’s homecoming week.
After much cheering and 
screaming at Lubbers Stadium, 
senior nursing student Brandon 
Fitzgerald was crowned as GVSU’s 
2016 homecoming regent.
Jaw dropping, Fitzgerald laughed 
as he was hugged by Dari an “Dee” 
Farrell, GVSU’s 2015 homecoming 
regent, and beamed when she placed 
the sailor hat - GVSU’s equivalent of 
a crown - on top of his head.
“It’s bittersweet because I miss 
Grand Valley so much, but just 
being here is like being back at 
home,” Farrell said.
Going through weeks of inter­
views and various voting polls online, 
Fitzgerald was nominated to be rep­
resented by GVSU’s student senate 
due to his involvement as vice presi­
dent for diversity affairs at GVSU.
“It honestly feels great that an or­
ganization that I feel like I’ve put a lot 
of myself into the past few years of 
my time here (nominated me),” he 
said. “The fact they've acknowledged 
me enough to say that they wanted to 
put my name out there with all these 
other great student leaders to stand 
up for all of our campus.”
Fitzgerald, a Detroit native, indi­
cated his role in the student senate as 
a “catch-all,” as he works closely with 
the five centers on GVSU, including 
the Office of Multicultural Affairs 
and the Division of Inclusion and Eq­
uity to represent students who do not 
feel like they have a voice on campus.
It’s significant, he said, being able 
to speak on the behalf of students as 
he has always wanted to help people.
“I want to be a person who can 
make someone feel like they’re 
whole again,” he said. “I want to 
specifically work with children who 
have cancer, families that are losing 
children, to help them be themselves 
again and be put back together.”
With student senate and nurs­
ing, Fitzgerald emphasized how 
while he is honored to speak on 
other students’ and future patients’ 
behalf, he hopes to use his new­
found position as homecoming 
regent to further expand positivity 
and openness on campus.
CROWN: Brandon Fitzgerald poses near the Kirkhof Center Monday, Oct. 17. The 
nursing student was named the 2016 homecoming regent, gvl I luke holmes
HONOR: GVSU’s Bart Merkle gives the 
2015 Last Lecture. GVL I KEVIN SIELAFF
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WGVU PROOUCER APPOINTED TO GOVERNOR'S 
COUNCIL
Michigan Gov. Rick Snyder recently appointed 15 
members to the governor’s council on genocide, in­
cluding Michael Walenta, WGVU public media general 
manager.
The council was created to increase genocide 
awareness and education by training teachers and pro­
viding educational experiences to students throughout 
the state.
WGVU has produced documentaries about 
Auschwitz and genocide in Germany, both of which 
were broadcast internationally, received a Michigan 
Emmy along with many other awards worldwide. 
Walenta’s term will expire Aug. 26, 2018.
‘THIN BLUE LINE1 PANEL
The student senate of Grand Valley State University 
will host a panel discussion about police brutality 
Thursday, Oct. 20. The event will take place in the 
Holton-Hooker Learning and Living Center Room 121A 
from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m.
The panel will include Chief Renee Freeman of the 
GVSU police department, Chief David Rahinsky of the 
Grand Rapids police department, social justice educa­
tor Relando Thompkins-Jones, professor Louis Moore 
and others.
For more information, visit www.gvsu.edu/studentsenate.
GVSU PROFESSOR PASSES AWAY
Natalia Gomez, a Grand Valley State University 
Spanish professor died Saturday. Oct. 8 after battling 
cancer. She was 50 years old.
Gomez had been a part of GVSU since 2000. Close col­
leagues spoke highly of her and said she will be missed.
A celebration of her life was held Friday, Oct. 14 at 
Gilda’s Club of Grand Rapids.
Donations can be made to Gilda’s Club of Grand 
Rapids in Gomez’s memory.
FALL
CONTINUED FROM A1
to see what dates work 
and what don’t. He thinks 
GVSU administrators are 
more than capable of find­
ing a schedule configura­
tion that would work.
“I think the fall breather,
in order to work, had to be 
planned for and even then, 
a given student not have all 
of his or her teachers partici­
pate,” he said. “It still can be 
good, but it’s not going to have 
impact if one of any number 
of little things go wrong.”
Antczak did recognize the 
difficulty a fall break would 
impose on certain majors,
like those in the science field 
that have clinical dates set.
“Especially if you’re in a 
clinical setting, (I) can well 
understand how it might 
be inconvenient for a given 
class,” he said. “What I don’t 
understand as well is how 
they would extrapolate that 
to all the classes in all the 
departments to all the col­
leges at Grand Valley.”
Antczak thinks a fall 
break is in GVSU’s near fea­
ture, stating the student body 
pushing for the break to hap­
pen has been a driving force.
“I think that there are 
so forces in favor that it’s 
bound to happen,” he said. 
“It’s, for the most part, fea­
sible, it’s just not the ideal.”
DIVERSITY
CONTINUED FROM A1
organizations,” Gordon 
said. “The mission of cam­
pus interfaith resources is 
to support the understand­
ing and engagement of the 
diverse religious, spiritual 
and secular identities of 
our students, campus and 
community in order to de­
velop integrated lives and 
promote social justice.
Gordon said some people 
think the word “interfaith” 
implies the need to have a 
religion. She assured the stu­
dent senators they don’t just 
cater to people with a reli­
gion, they strive to be inclu­
sive to all ways of thinking.
“We always try to inten­
tionally define that interfaith 
is open to all religious, spiritual 
and secular identities,” she said.
Over the past few yeais, 
Gordon said, she has seen a 
shift from college campuses 
across the nation when it
comes to interfaith work.
“What we’ve seen when it 
comes to religious diversity 
and interfaith engagement is 
that more and more college 
campuses care about interfaith 
because it’s a way of intention­
ally embracing religious diver­
sity on campus,” she said.
Gordon’s work has re­
cently been to connect stu­
dents with the community.
“We have a really diverse 
community in Grand Rap­
ids,” she said. “We have five 
mosques, we have a Hindu 
temple, Sikh Gurdwara, 
some Buddhist temples, a lot 
of churches (and) we have 
three Jewish temples.
“We have a pretty thriving 
Center for Inquiry, which is a 
group for atheists, agnostics, 
humanists, free-thinkers, etc.”
Rachel Travis, vice presi­
dent for the student senate fi­
nance committee, asked Gor­
don her thoughts about the 
Easter egg hunt activity that 
took place last year. The event 
was seen as non-inclusive by 
/
some GVSU students because 
Easter is a Christian holiday. 
Gordon said the people who 
were offended by the event 
talked to those who organized 
it and discussed why it didn’t 
feel inclusive and how to im­
prove and prevent that feeling.
Gordon said her work 
is also connected to an in­
crease of tension around 
religious identity. She said 
in particular the increase 
with micro-aggressions that 
students experience or bias 
incidents on campus.
“There’s definitely some­
thing we have to do as an 
intentional response to bias 
incidents,” she said. “But we 
also view the importance of 
education and awareness 
about diversity on campus 
as a part of that interfaith 
work on campus.”
Improving religious litera­
cy is something Gordon em­
phasized on wanting to work 
on in the following years. 
Something the university has 
is a multi-faith calendar. This
is so big campus-wide events 
don’t interfere with religious 
holidays. Gordon said this is 
so certain groups of students 
aren’t left out of these activi­
ties just because of their reli­
gious practices.
Another area the Kaufman 
Interfaith Institute is working 
on is the addition of inclusive 
rooms and spaces for all reli­
gions and practices on campus.
“An initiative that in­
terfaith groups have taken 
on over the last few years is 
making sure that there is in­
clusive spaces for religiously 
unrepresented groups on 
campus and any religious 
(group) on campus,” she said.
With the help of student 
senate, faculty senate, vari­
ous student organizations 
and many other administra­
tors, the inclusive prayer/ 
meditation room was cre­
ated in the Kirkhof Center.
GO TO:
www.gvsu.edu/interfaith
FOR MORE INFORMATION
STUDENT SENATE FUNDING REPORT FOR THE 
WEEK OF OCT. 17
Event funding:
The swing dance club requested $228.60 for a 
Halloween dance in Allendale Thursday, Oct. 27. The 
request was denied.
The oxfam club requested and received $248 for a 
hunger banquet in Holton-Hooker Learning and Living 
Center Friday. Nov. 18.
The philosophy club requested and received $370 
for a philosophy colloquium in Mackinac Hall Friday, 
Oct. 28.
The Student Veterans of America club requested 
and received $480 for a veterans obstacle course in 
Kirkhof Friday, Nov. 11.
... The You Beautiful Black Woman club requested 
$1,563 for the annual You Beautiful Black Woman hair 
show.'They received $1,488.
The Classics society requested $1,997.80 for a con­
ference in Canada. The request was denied.
Travel funding:
The National Science Teachers Association re­
quested $2,000 for travel to the NSTA Conference in 
Columbus. Ohio. They received $1,460.
Equipment funding:
The Science is Awesome club requested and re­
ceived $102.49 for protective equipment.
Upcoming funding board meetings:
Cultural funding board - Monday, Oct. 24 from 1 p.m. 
to 2 p.m. in Kirkhof Center Room 1142
Appropriations funding board - Tuesday. Oct. 25 
from 4 p.m. to 5 p.m. in Kirkhof Center Room 2201
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felt was important enough 
to share with students. He 
said he has never spoken so 
personally about himself in a 
public way before.
“I got an opportunity to 
reminisce about all kinds of 
things that have happened to 
me. Both good things and bad 
things, and funny things,” he 
said. “It really was a lot of work, 
but it was kind of enjoyable to 
think back about some of the 
people I’ve known, some of the 
things I’ve done, some of the 
things I’ve learned. It really was 
cathartic in many respects.”
.The chosen professor .will 
be announced Thursday, Oct. 
20 after the student senate 
general assembly meeting, and 
the lecture itself will be held 
Thursday, Nov. 17. The lecture 
usually brings around 75 stu­
dents and Hasmanis said hun­
dreds of students participate in 
the voting process.
“I think it’s a really great 
way to gain insight on how 
we should view things in a 
larger way with our jour­
ney in life,” Hasmanis said. 
“I’m really hopeful that 
people come out and give it 
a chance to support it.”
LECTURE
CONTINUED FROM A!
While Last Lecture offers 
additional advice to students, 
Hasmanis said the campus 
tradition is also a benefit for 
the professors that are nomi­
nated by their students. 
While only one professor 
can be chosen to deliver the 
Last Lecture, she emails each 
nominated person some of 
the reasons the students gave 
for nominating them.
“I think it’s overlooked, a
lot of the hard work profes­
sors put in to make sure we 
get the best education,” Has­
manis said. “I think it’s re­
ally awesome we have such a 
strong community base with 
our professors where we’re 
willing to respect what they’re 
saying and really take that in.”
Former dean of students 
and current GVSU professor 
Bart Merkle spoke at Last Lec­
ture last year about “shaping 
your destiny.” Merkle said he 
believes everyone is in control 
of their own destiny in some 
way. He shared some of what
he said are his “guiding princi­
ples in life,” that family comes 
first, to treat others kindly and 
with respect, and “we’re all a 
part of something bigger.”
“I’m a strong believer that 
everybody has potential,” 
Merkle said. “The challenge 
for us is to figure out what 
our potential is, and find our 
interests and our passions to 
shape our life around trying 
to find that potential.”
Merkle said he spent a lot 
of time reflecting on his own 
life in preparation for his lec­
ture, and organizing what he
TRADITION: Dean of Students Bart Merkle speaks at student senate's Last Lecture Nov. 19, 2015. The 
tradition of Last Lecture will continue this year, taking place Thursday. Nov. 17. gvl I kevin sielaff
CLUES ACROSS
1. Sensitivity 
S. Greek island 
10. Up to the time of 
14 Wife
15. Composer Ned
16. Edging to street path (Brit.)
17. Lose energy
18. Biblical parable
19. Celery (Spanish)
20. Arm bones
22. Japanese family emblem
23. Customary practice
24. Acceptance
27. Very fast aircraft (abbr )
30 Cool
31. Indian state
32. Young boy or girl 
35. Astronomy unit 
37. Confederate soldier
38 Famed German composer
39. Alternate name
40. Used to pave driveways
CLUES DOWN
1. Short skirt worn by ballerinas
2. Between leaf stalk and stem
3. Popular in Nebraska
4. Dessert
5. Cognitive retention therapy
6. Wandered
7. Mistake
8. Adolescent
9. Medical term
10. Russian tsar's edict
11. Type genus of the Nepidae
12. High school math class
13. Double-reed instrument
21. Painftil places on the body 
23. Fiddler crabs
25. Resinous substance
26. Person of wealth (Brit.)
27. Series
28. North American plant 
29 Warble
32 Pmtries
ANSWERS PG. 10
41. Artery
42. Type of powder
43. Inquire too closely
44. Northern Ireland
45. Connects two points at 
right angles
46. Hot drink
47. A newt
48. Engine additive
49. Wealthy Connecticut town 
52. Not invited or requested
55. Embrace
56. Spiritual leader
60. Wild or sweet cherry
61. __Day, actress
63. Daughter of Ion 
64 Recline
65. Type of acid
66. City in Utah
67. Lazily
68. Music term
69 Divulge a secret
33. Group of eight
34. Twyla__, dancer
36. Pouch
37. Singer Charles
38. Cattle genus
40. Eye infection
41. Where couples go to marry
43. Long bench with backs
44. Unrestricted free agent
46. ___ Talks
47. Causal agent
49. Nincompoop
50. Relating to the aura
51. Person of conspicuous wealth
52. Type of mottled fruit
53. Essential
54. Fertility god
57. Folk singer Ives
58. La__Tar Pits, Hollywood
59. Foot
61 Digital audiotape
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COMMON CORE
Laker professor helps study 
eighth grade math curriculum
SETTING STANDARDS: Lisa Kasmer, associate professor of mathe­
matics, will start her research soon at GVSU. GVL I MACKENZIE BUSH
BY KYLE DOYLE
KDOYLEmANTHORN.COM
The majority of people 
who have been through the 
U.S. public school system 
are familiar with or have an 
understanding of the Com­
mon Core programs. As with 
any educational module, 
the Common Core program 
could stand to be worked on 
and continuously improved.
One Grand Valley State 
University professor hopes 
to do just that.
The National Science 
Foundation (NSF) recently 
announced the winners of its 
“Investigating Middle Grades 
Mathematics Teachers’ Cur­
ricular Reasoning’’ grant, 
which is designed to study how 
to align a middle school math 
course curriculum is with the 
guidelines and standards set 
by Common Core. The grant
is worth $1 million and is split 
among four schools. GVSU re­
ceived $295,523 of that money.
GVSU will be working 
with the University of Arkan­
sas, University of Nevada Las 
Vegas (UNLV) and Brigham 
Young University (BYU) to 
find how teachers teaching 
transformational geometry try 
to correct misalignments in 
the curriculum and Common 
Core standards. They will also 
be studying how the teachers 
implement new material given 
to them by the Common Core.
Lisa Kasmer, associate 
professor of mathematics at 
GVSU and principal investi­
gator for the project in Michi­
gan said project investigators 
are going to be specifically 
looking at eighth grade math 
teachers who teach transfor­
mational geometry and what 
happens when a part of the 
curriculum is missing.
“We just carved out a small
piece of the math curriculum to 
study. When they notice there 
is a misalignment between 
what the Common Core tells 
them they need to do, what do 
they do?” Kasmer said.
The NSF gives out grants 
with similar goals in mind ev­
ery year since and this is GV- 
SU’s seventh time applying for 
a grant and its third time apply­
ing for the specific variation of 
the grant it received this year.
“When you apply, they give 
you feedback,” Kasmer said. 
“And then (you) try to make it 
better and address their feed­
back. This time, it worked out.”
The research will be con­
ducted by Kasmer, a full-time 
graduate student and under­
graduate student who will, 
over the course of a year, go 
to different public schools in 
West Michigan and conduct 
interviews, observations, vid­
eotape lessons, collect lesson 
plans and other things per­
taining to the curriculum.
The data collected will 
be entered and coded into a 
server shared among the four 
universities where research­
ers at all four universities will 
be able to check the others 
data against their own and 
look for inconsistencies.
The researchers will 
meet in-person three times 
over the course of the year 
the study takes place, with 
video conference calls 
sprinkled in throughout.
Kasmer has worked with 
the researchers at the other 
three colleges in the past and 
is excited to be working with 
them again, she said.
“This has been a group 
I’ve been working with for 
the past 10 years,” Kasmer 
said. “We’ve written articles, 
we’ve done presentations. 
We’re anxious to get started 
and we’re anxious to start 
uncovering what’s out there.”
STUDENT HOUSING
The Lodge to offer 500 new 
off-campus units next fall
BY SANDA VAZGEC
ASSISTANTNEWS@LANTHORN.COM
For students at Grand 
Valley State University, it 
seems as if a new off-campus 
apartment complex is built 
almost every week. Having 
so many options can make 
the decision to sign a lease 
difficult for students. The 
Lodge, the newest hous­
ing option currently under 
construction, is the newest 
addition to the off-campus 
housing choices for Lakers.
Located on West Campus 
Drive in Allendale near Cam­
pus West and The Meadows, 
The Lodge offers two-bedroom 
and four-bedroom options, 
which are all fully furnished. 
Each bedroom is equipped 
with its own private bathroom 
and a walk-in closet. A bed,
mattress, storage unit, night- 
stand, desk and chair are all in­
cluded in each bedroom.
Furnishings in the living 
room include a sofa, lounge 
chair, flat-screen TV, coffee ta­
ble and entertainment console. 
The adjacent kitchen offers 
new high-end, stainless steel 
appliances, granite counter 
tops and barstools. All units 
are also equipped with an in­
unit washer and dryer.
“We’ve taken everything a 
studeiU needs and put it into 
onefplai*"l“Said Corey Frank­
lin, leading manager at The 
Lodge. “We take the time to 
ask our residents what their 
needs are and what they want 
out of their living experience.”
Franklin said the complex 
will be a gated community to 
ensure residents’ safety and 
security. In addition to this,
residents will have access 
to a resort-style pool, fire- 
pit, outdoor bar and kitchen 
along with sports courts.
All utilities are included in 
the rent payment, residents will 
only pay for electricity. High 
speed internet and cable are 
also included in the amenities.
Residents also have access 
to tanning beds and an on-site 
24-hour fitness center complete 
with cardio machines, free 
weights and a yoga studio.
Study rooms with indivjd? 
ual and group spaces are avafcf-* 
able in addition to a computer 
lab, printers and a coffee bar.
The complex is located on 
the existing 48 and 37 Rapid 
bus routes where students can 
shuttle to campus for free.
While the complex is still 
under construction, they are 
now leasing for fall 2017.
GRAND OPENING: A rendering of the common room that will be in the new Lodge apartment complex. 
The complex will provide 500 additional units for students to live off campus. COURTESY | THE LODGE
Franklin said the construc­
tion process is ongoing and will 
f,;;' bg completed in three’t 
' one will be cor
TSy^bl7, where 567 uT 
be ready for move in on Aug. 
25, 2017. Phase two will begin 
shortly after, adding 567 more 
units and phase three will add 
an additional 400 units.
With a large community 
in tfie works, the complex will
hold community events and 
gatherings throughout the year 
to introduce residents to each 
other and build a community- 
oriented environment.
“I’m living in The Lodge 
next year because I feel like 
I’m getting my money’s worth 
here,” said Michelle Lindemul- 
der, a GVSU student. “The only 
utilities well have to pay is elec­
tricity and everything is brand
new so our bills won’t be high.”
, The Lodge offers leasing 
specials throughout the year 
and Interested resktenwarifi 
call the office at (616)'294- 
0252 for current offers and 
rates. The apartment com­
plex will host a grand open­
ing event in early November 
where students can tour the 
showroom and learn more 
about what the units will offer.
A COLORFUL CAMPUS:
Grand Valley State 
University's campus 
is pictured from an 
ariel view. With the 
fall season approach­
ing, the leaves across 
campus are beginning 
to change colors.
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Give us 
a break
Fall break is necessary 
for student success
W
ere tired
Physically, 
mentally, emo­
tionally, were 
done. The homework is pil­
ing up, were falling behind on 
reading and, unfortunately, 
we can’t see the light at the 
end of the tunnel just yet. Life 
may not be a Kit Kat bar, but 
its time to give us a break.
Eleven weeks is a long 
time to go without a break. 
By the time midterms come 
around, you can see a change 
in the way students are han­
dling school. More students 
miss class, fewer students 
participate and we’re all just 
counting down the days until 
we can’t feel the pain of school 
anymore.
The majority of other pub­
lic universities in Michigan 
have established fall breaks 
in order to break up the time 
from the beginning of classes 
to Thanksgiving Break, but 
Grand Valley State University 
is one of the few that has not. 
This is not only a missed op­
portunity for a much-needed 
break, but also a disservice to
the educational quality of our 
students’ education.
However, the focus of the 
university should not only 
be on educational success. 
College students today are 
experiencing some of the 
greatest levels of stress in his­
tory. The mental health of 
students should also be a top- 
shelf priority. When students 
get overwhelmed, it’s much 
easier for other stresses to pile 
on. Sometimes, a break from 
homework and a trip home 
to see mom and dad to lessen 
those stresses a bit is all a stu­
dent needs to recharge.
Though we understand 
there are obstacles in the way 
of implementing a campus­
wide break, administrators 
need to be looking at the 
overall student population 
and how a break would ben­
efit the majority of Lakers. 
Other schools are doing it, 
students have the support of 
administrators and members 
of our student senate. It’s time 
to bite the bullet and make the 
change.
It is understandable that 
the university may be reluc­
tant to change the entire aca­
demic calendar around for a 
break, but we have to think 
about the pros and cons in 
this situation. Yes, it may be 
a hassle to rearrange a semes­
ter around, but it would ulti­
mately lead to students feeling 
better about their academics 
and their mental health.
A fall break is a few years 
in the making, so in the 
meantime, we should be 
stressing the importance of 
the fall breather. Students 
need this opportunity to re­
lax and decompress. No, it 
isn’t because we want to be 
lazy; it is because taking up 
to 18 credit hours while, most 
likely, trying to have a job 
and stay healthy, physically 
and mentally, and still have a 
friend group is no easy feat.
At GVSU, we are lucky 
enough to have adminis­
trators who are focused on 
student success. Now, it is 
time for these key players to 
step it up and put the physi­
cal and mental well-being of 
students first.
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of ox or steer horn. It was used 
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slogan is: "Give light and the 
people will find their own way.”
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The goal of the Grand Valley 
Lanthorn’s opinion page is to act 
as a forum for public discussion, 
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Grand Valley State University 
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published here do not 
necessarily reflect those of the 
paper as an entity.
The Grand Valley Lanthorn 
aims to be a safe vehicle for 
community discussion. The 
Lanthorn will not publish 
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expressed are not approved by 
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Letters to the editor should 
include the author's full name 
and relevant title along with a 
valid email and phone number 
for confirming the identity of 
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Marking the measure of success
BY KELLY SMITH
EDITORIAL@LANTHORN.COM
When people talk about 
success, what people see is 
only the tip of the iceberg, 
the final result of all the labor 
and effort that went into an 
endeavor. There’s something 
else about success that, based 
on my observations, isn’t 
discussed as much.
Before we understand suc­
cess, we first must understand 
what our goals are. I know
'it— =
this sounds a bit cliche, but 
how are we to know whether 
or not we’ve been successful 
if we don’t even know exactly 
what we’re trying to accom­
plish in the first place? A 
project needs to be thorough­
ly understood in order to 
determine what successfully 
meeting the criteria means.
While reviewing graded 
papers, one of my professors 
recently said that rubrics do 
need to be followed, and that 
going “cowboy” with it won’t 
do much good. When we start 
something, we need to have a 
clear image of success in our 
minds. Sometimes it can be 
overwhelming, but that’s why 
taking things one step at a time 
is the best way to go.
Another issue with success 
comes when we begin to com­
pare ourselves to others. I real­
ize this isn’t a completely new 
issue, bultfkspn^ething that 
I’ve found isnT as addressed as
much as it probably should be. 
With how much we want to be 
successful in whatever we do 
in life, it’s so tempting to feel 
threatened or intimidated by 
someone who can do the job 
better than we can.
For instance, someone 
with an ambition to help 
those in poverty might feel 
discouraged if they discover 
they didn’t reach as many 
people as someone else did. 
However, even though they 
didn’t do as well as someone 
else, if they still did what they 
could to help. It’s so easy to 
become preoccupied with 
how well we are measuring 
up to others that we quickly 
forget the impact we are mak­
ing with what we are doing.
Something else that might 
affect the performance of 
some people is the classic 
issue of perfectionism. It’s 
important to remember that 
success does not mean being
Halloween isn’t worth the
BY JAKE KEELEY
EDI TORI A L@LAN THORN. COM
For the most part, fall is one 
of my favorite seasons of the 
year. But like with anything, 
I’ve got a list of things I dislike 
about fall. That list begins and 
ends with Halloween. Hallow­
een is the absolute worst.
Almost everything sur­
rounding Halloween makes 
me uncomfortable. Haunted 
houses, haunted maizes, 
haunted hay rides. I never 
enjoyed any of them. I have 
never been a fan of anything 
scary. I never understood 
why people liked going to
scary movies or even to 
amusement parks. To me, 
that just meant being scared.
But Halloween is some­
thing completely different 
than just scary. There is a large 
element of Halloween that 
is just flat out weird. For ex­
ample, people bob for apples 
for fun on Halloween. This 
consists of trying to catch an 
apple with your mouth while 
dunking your head in a previ­
ously water-filled container 
with apples throughout. Not 
fun enough? How about put­
ting your hands in a bowl of 
spaghetti, because it feels like 
brains. That’s not normal.
Even when 1 was a kid, I 
had no interest in dressing 
up as someone or something 
else. Aside from the fact that 
it was OK to accept candy 
from strangers, but only for 
one day, I just never under­
stood why we were idolizing 
things that oftentimes didn’t 
even exist. I would see kids 
dressing up as a fireman, or 
as a police officer and that 
made sense, because we saw
firemen and police officers all 
the time. But do you know 
who didn’t show up to career 
day? A zombie. You know 
who else wasn’t there? The 
skeleton. That’s because zom­
bies and skeletons don’t exist 
as animated characters in 
real life, yet for some reason 
someone thought it would be 
a good idea for a costume.
Then 1 got older and 
realized the narrative around 
Halloween completely 
changed. You wanted to be 
scary when you were a kid, 
but now you want to be sexy. 
Want to be a doctor this year? 
Now you have to be a sexy 
doctor. Your brother has an 
old basketball jersey you can 
wear? Be a sexy basketball 
player. Maybe I just don’t 
understand the nature of the 
holiday, but I can’t seem to 
wrap my head around when 
(or why) Halloween changed 
from scary to sexy.
That brings me to perhaps 
my biggest issue with Hal­
loween. Aside from Columbus 
Day, this is perhaps the day
perfect because then techni­
cally no one would ever be 
truly successful. Although 
many people probably don’t 
struggle with perfectionism 
too much, I’m sure it affects 
at least some of us more than 
we think. When we con­
stantly feel that something 
isn’t good enough, we spend 
way too much time trying to 
make it better. Don’t let per­
fectionism cause you to doubt 
yourself to such a degree.
As it is with countless other 
aspects of life, success is some­
thing that requires focus and 
effort. And when I say focus I 
mean focus on the right things 
like the path that’s been laid out 
for us, and not worrying about 
how well others are doing or 
whether or not we’re doing it 
perfectly. When we stick to the 
requirements and get the job 
done right, it’s amazing how 
much can be accomplished.
hype
we celebrate the most for no 
good reason. What actually 
constitutes it being a holiday? 
The history involves some 
rituals of warding off ghosts, 
witches and demons. The 
wording of the slogan “trick or 
treat” comes from people actu­
ally giving out tricks or treats, 
which I might be down with 
the holiday if we brought that 
back, but I think were too far 
gone from that time.
There is nothing of note 
indicating why we should be 
celebrating, or even acknowl­
edging Halloween. Even St. 
Patrick’s Day has some sem­
blance of a history to it, and 
I’d like to let it be known that I 
always toast St. Patrick before 
indulging in any activities. But 
Halloween? Who am I sup­
posed to toast during Hallow­
een, the Salem witches?
Unless your idea of getting 
in the Halloween spirit in­
volves eating copious amounts 
of candy corn, I recommend 
you do your best to avoid any 
Halloween activities.
You can thank me later.
VALLEY VOTE
Do you believe voting in local 
elections is important?
Yes 82%
No 9%
I Don’t Know 9%
THIS ISSUE’S QUESTION
Would you benefit from a 
fall break?
LOG ON & VOTE
www.lanthorn.com
VALLEY QUOTE
“If you want to be a writer, 
you must do two things 
above all others: read a lot 
and write a lot.”
- Stephen King
QUESTION OF THE ISSUE
WOULD YOU BENEFIT FROM A FALL BREAK?
JULIA DONAVEN
"Yes. We really need one.”
YEAR: Sophomore 
MAJOR: Music education 
HOMETOWN: Lake Orion. Michigan
TERRELL COUCH
“Yes, because I care about mental health and 
this long without a break takes a toll on you"
YEAR: Senior
MAJOR: Political science
HOMETOWN: Novi. Michigan
JAELYN RAIFORD
“Yes. We have so much to do without a break."
YEAR: Sophomore 
MAJOR: Music
HOMETOWN: Canton. Michigan
RACHEL XYDIS
"Yes. I’m so burned out."
YEAR: Senior
MAJOR: Music education
HOMETOWN: Ann Arbor, Michigan
**
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Presidential perspectives
Hauenstein Center to host 2016 election panel
BY EMILY DORAN
EDORA NtibLAN THORN.COM
In an election cycle which 
has generated a great deal of 
controversy, opened old po­
litical wounds and incited 
strong sentiments across 
party lines, the average 
voter may have questions 
they wish to ask experts in 
the field to move beyond 
the emotion-based rhetoric 
dominating current issues.
For voters who want to 
hear what political science 
scholars have to say about 
the 2016 presidential elec­
tion, Grand Valley State Uni­
versity’s Hauenstein Center 
for Presidential Studies will 
be hosting an election panel 
with professors from GV- 
SU’s department of political 
science as part of its Com­
mon Ground Initiative.
The “Perspectives on the 
2016 Election” panel will take 
place Tuesday, Oct. 25 at 5 p.m. 
at the Cook-DeWitt Center.
The panel will be chaired 
by professor Mark Richards, 
who will ask the commen­
tators questions that relate 
their work to the issues at 
stake in the election, giv­
ing them an opportunity to 
speak from their respective 
areas of expertise. There will 
also be an opportunity for 
audience members to ask the 
panelists questions.
Scott St. Louis, program 
manager for the Hauenstein
Center Common Ground 
Initiative, believes it’s impor­
tant for voters to have access 
to political experts like the 
panelists at this event.
“Because this election is 
generating so many different 
questions, its important for an 
organization like the Hauen­
stein Center to promote free 
public access to great intellectu­
al resources that Grand Valley 
can provide in the form of its 
faculty and staff?’
St. Louis said. “If 
you don’t study 
political science, 
you might not 
get the chance 
to interact with 
these professors.”
Richards 
hopes audience 
members will be­
come acquainted 
with a new way 
of thinking about 
the election at 
this event.
“I would like people to see 
that it’s possible to think ana­
lytically about the election,” he 
said via email. “Partisan inter­
est is great for many people, but 
as academics, we like to think 
analytically and understand the 
election strategically and his­
torically.”
Darren Walhof, a GVSU 
political science professor and 
panelist at the event, thinks 
students should attend in or­
der to help facilitate produc­
tive political dialogue.
“Students should attend
because reasoned, thoughtful 
discussion about the election is 
in short supply right now, but 
reasoned, thoughtful discus­
sion is critical to the ongoing 
health of our democracy,” Wal­
hof said via email. “I hope the 
panel will be an opportunity for 
students (not) only to inform 
themselves about the election 
but also to listen and speak with 
others about the pressing polit­
ical challenges our country and 
world are facing.”
St. Louis said 
attendees will 
acquire more 
substantive in­
formation about 
the election than 
what they might 
get from watch­
ing the presiden­
tial debates or 
cable news.
“I think peo­
ple will get out 
of this event a 
lot of informa­
tion that will help them (to) 
make up their own minds 
about the direction that 
they’d like to go, but in a way 
that’s based on a sound un­
derstanding of the political 
phenomena that are at play 
here, other than just person­
ality,” he said.
The election panel is free 
and open to the public, al­
though attendees are asked 
to register beforehand ei­
ther online at www.hauen- 
steincenter.org or by phone 
at (616) 331-2770.
“I would like 
people to see 
that It’s possible 
to think
analytically about 
the election ”
MARK RICHARDS
GVSU PROFESSOR
LISTENING IN: Scott St. Louis, program manager for the Hauenstein Center for Presidential Studies 
Common Ground Initiative, listens to students working on the GVSU History Journal. GVL I SARA CARTE
POLICE DEPARTMENT
UTILIZING SOCIAL MEDIA: A student scrolls through the GVSU police department’s Twitter feed. The 
campus police department uses Twitter to communicate with the community. GVL | LUKE HOLMES
GVPD uses social media 
to promote student safety
BY HANNAH LENTZ
ASSOCIATE@LANTHORN.COM
In order to stay current 
and well-informed, busi­
nesses and governmental 
organizations cannot afford 
to ignore the overwhelming 
presence of social media 
and its effect on consum­
ers. One of the main players 
in the social media game is 
police departments.
Across the nation, city­
wide police departments 
and university security de­
partments have begun to 
use applications like Twit­
ter and Facebook to connect 
with other departments and 
communicate with civilians. 
The Grand Valley State Uni­
versity Police Department 
has followed this trend in an 
effort to communicate with 
the immediate and extended 
campus community.
Through this no-cost meth­
od of investigation, police de­
partments are able to reach a 
larger audience than they could 
simply from their investiga­
tions alone, said GVPD Cap­
tain Brandon DeHaan.
GVPD uses Twitter to 
display pictures captured of 
individuals through security 
cameras across campus. Indi­
viduals pictured in these pho­
tos are either suspected to have 
committed a campus crime or 
people who could assist with 
the investigative process.
“Our community has been 
very receptive to these posts 
identifying people we need to 
speak with regarding our inves­
tigations,” DeHaan said.
The majority of photos 
captured and posted on the 
GVPD Twitter have to do 
with instances of retail fraud 
in the Laker Marketplace or 
other retail locations around 
campus. However, GVPD 
also uses Twitter for alerts 
about school closings, rel­
evant tips, pictures of com­
munity involvement, interac­
tion with students, parking 
changes and updates, football 
game regulations and other 
emergency information.
Currently, GVPD has over 
2,000 social media followers 
including students, faculty, 
staff and community members. 
Many times when the police 
department tweets out requests
for information from the com- 
munity, they receive numerous , 
tips within a short time span.
“Identifying individu­
als through these methods 
provides tremendous leads 
for our investigations that 
speed up the process signif­
icantly,” DeHaan said.
One of the biggest reasons 
GVPD uses Twitter and Face- 
book to aid their investiga­
tions is to reach out to a larger 
span of people than just those 
the police department can 
contact. By utilizing social 
media, GVPD is able to get in 
contact with friends of friends 
of students and community 
members, DeHaan said.
Additionally, he said so­
cial media platforms create 
a casual and trusting con­
nection between the police 
and the community.
“It’s important that people 
see us as a helpful resource 
instead of always as a negative 
consequence,” said Sgt. Jeff 
Stoll of GVPD. “We are here 
as a service and to ensure that 
campus stays safe.”
To follow GVPD on 
Twitter, its Twitter handle is 
@GVSUPolice.
The Lanthorn is hiring
• Editor-in-chief
• Section editors
• Staff writers
• Columnists
• Photographers
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ALPHA SIGMA ALPHA TO HOST TACO DINNER
The sisters of Grand Valley State University’s Alpha 
Sigma Alpha (ASA) invite students to join the annual 
taco dinner event, as the money will be donated to five 
different philanthropies.
Part of the proceeds will go to programs like Girls On 
the Run or the Special Olympics.
The event will be hosted at the ASA house 
Wednesday, Nov. 2 from 6 p.m. to 10 p.m. The sisters 
will be tabling in the Kirkhof Center Friday, Oct. 21 
from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. to sell tickets for the dinner 
starting at $4 from a sister and $5 at the door.
Those who attend can donate $1 to join a taco eat­
ing contest, which will begin at 7:30 p.m.
Last year, the ASA sorority raised $300 per philan­
thropy and expect to double it this year. The winner of 
the contest will win a $20 gift card to Taco Bell.
DIS/ABLING LGBTQ IDENTITY NORMS
The Milton E. Ford LGBT Resource Center at Grand 
Valley State University is hosting a talk Thursday, Oct. 20 
at 4 p.m. in Kirkhof Center Room 2266.
During the lecture, participants will learn about 
the intersection of queer and disability theories and 
how to use this intersection to think through making 
LGBTQ spaces, politics and narratives more accessible 
to people'with disabilities.
Some of the learning outcomes of the event include 
how visible and invisible disabilities are experienced 
differently, how those experience compare to LGBTQ 
experiences, similar goals shared among queer, trans and 
crip justice movements and the history of queer, trans 
and disability oppression.
For more information about this event or if accom­
modations to attend are needed, contact the LGBT 
Resource Center at lgbtcenter@gvsu.edu.
SURPLUS STORE TO HOLD OPEN HOURS
As part of Grand Valley State University’s 
Sustainability Week, the GVSU Surplus Store will 
be holding open hours Wednesday, Oct. 26 from 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m. The store sells university property still 
containing value to avoid the landfill and optimize 
sustainability practices on campus.
Students and the public can shop for anything from 
furniture, electronics or even kitchen items.
After funds are processed, the money goes back into 
the general funds of the university. During store hours, 
attendees are permitted to park in the GVSU Watson Lot 
by notifying the parking booth attendant.
Students without a parking pass are encouraged 
to use street parking. The general public is invited to 
shop open hours, as well.
Students can also obtain a temporary daily permit 
from Pew Campus Security at the Eberhard Center or 
by calling (616) 331-6677.
NATIVE AMERICAN STUDENT ASSOCIATION DAY 
OF SERVICE
The Native American Student Associate (NASA) at 
Grand Valley State University is partnering with the 
Community Service Learning Center for the annual 
Make a Difference Day.
NASA is searching for volunteers to help with cleanup 
efforts at the Norton Mound National Historic Landmark 
Saturday, Oct. 22 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
The 55-acre landmark is one of the surviving 
Hopewellian burial mound groups that were present in 
the lower Grand River Valley.
NASA will be working with the Grand Rapids Public 
Museum and local native community members to ensure 
proper respect is given during the project. Space is lim­
ited for this event, and pre-registration is a requirement.
To register as a volunteer, contact Kristie Scanlon at 
scanlokr@gvsu.edu.
mk
Multicultural Greek 
Council holds 
showcase at GV
BY SAMANTHA EILIOTT-MOSLEY
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GV Women’s Center 
celebrates 15 years
BY TY KONELL
TKONELL@LANTHORN.COM
Commemorating its fem­
inist work and achievements, 
the Grand Valley State Uni­
versity Womens Center 
celebrated its 15 year anni­
versary Friday, Oct. 14 with 
students, faculty and staff.
Fifteen years ago, the 
Womens Center was a collec­
tion of resources held within 
a closet and has since devel­
oped and grown into an inde­
pendent space. On Friday, the 
center held an event at The 
B.O.B. Brewery in downtown 
Grand Rapids, as GVSU staff, 
students and alumni were 
Invited to celebrate the work 
and history of the Womens 
Center in a casual setting.
“Its pretty amazing. I think 
a lot of people don’t realize the
Womens Center is so old, and 
other people feel like it’s been 
here forever,” said Jessica Jen- 
nrich, director of the Women’s 
Center. “Seeing the Women’s 
Center change over the short 
period of time of the three 
and a half years I’ve been here 
makes me think ‘wow.*’
Highlighting the years of 
feminist work the center has 
accomplished, Allison Mon- 
taie, assistant director of the 
Women’s Center, said one of 
her favorite parts of working 
within the center is the con­
nection to students.
“A lot of the students I work 
with, I come from a similar 
background, whether it’s being 
a first-generation college stu­
dent or being a woman of color 
navigating this space,” Montaie 
said. “I love being able to be a 
part of an organization that can 
really honor those intersections
and diverse experiences of what 
it really means to be a woman.”
Moreover, the Women’s 
Center has made a point to 
encourage and utilize stu­
dent influence.
“One thing I really love 
about the Women’s Center 
is that students want to see a 
change and we’re able to sup­
port that and continue on 
with their legacy,” Montaie 
said. “Our center has a rich 
history of being able to take 
initiatives started by students 
and really expand on that.”
Although there has been 15 
years of effort, administrators 
in the Womens Center said 
there is still work to be done.
In the future, the officials 
in the center want to expand 
the on-campus food pantry 
called Replenish, expand re­
sources for student parents 
and create a program for
women of color. The summit 
for middle school and high 
school girls of color will oc­
cur within April of 2017.
Nevertheless, the Women’s 
Center administration bal­
ances the heavy issues they 
face with what they have de­
scribed as a “familial bond.”
“We really are a team,” 
Montaie said. “We have a 
slideshow of all the times that 
we are ‘twinning.’ We’re so 
in sync that it’s common for 
us to walk into work and be 
matching someone else.”
“Were able to joke and 
laugh about it,” Jennrich said. • 
“It happens so often and I think 
it exemplifies that we all feel 
comfortable coming in as our- 
authentic selves to work, and«» 
that it’s a place where we can ' 
laugh and feel comfortable en­
gaging in funny things.”
DEDICATION: Professor Danielle Leek speaks in the Women’s Center Wednesday, Feb. 17 celebrating the history of women. The center 
reflected and celebrated 15 years of service at GVSU Friday, Oct. 14 at The B.O.B Brewery in downtown Grand Rapids. GVL I LUKE HOLMES
STUDENT ORGS
New student club represents Wiccan faith
BY ASHLYN KORIENEK
LA KERL IFE@LA N THORN. COM
Among the 450 student or­
ganizations and clubs to choose 
from at Grand Valley State 
University, students are invited 
to join a plethora of religious 
and faith-based groups offered 
throughout the year. However, 
new to GVSUs campus this 
year is the Wiccan club.
David Pettersch, presi­
dent of the club, recognized a 
lack of representation around 
Wiccan and Pagan-identi­
fying students in campus 
groups at GVSU. As a result, 
he reached out to friends and 
found an overall demand for a 
space to practice the faith.
During the fall of 2016, 
Pettersch and Teague Adyson, 
the club’s vice president, de­
cided to form the Wiccan club. 
GVSU students Finn Marcks 
and Shawn Tally are also on 
the club’s executive board.
“I found that on our 
campus, this is a voice that 
GVSU has never had,” Pet­
tersch said. “There are a lot 
of Wiccan or Pagan-iden­
tifying individuals on cam­
pus, but until this year, there 
had apparently been zero 
representation of us on cam­
pus in clubs or groups.”
The club works to provide 
discussion on different areas 
of faith, practices and rituals 
associated with Wiccan or Pa­
gan religious sectors. Pettersch 
said this allows for each mem­
ber to explore each aspect or 
belief they identify with.
“The club is a safe space for 
people to learn more about 
these faiths and dispel the mis­
conceptions and ideas people 
have about us,” he said, “as well 
as people who are just learning 
the basics of these faiths to get 
guidance and have friends or 
peers they can speak to about 
this stuff safely.”
Often in society, Pettersch 
said stereotypes exist around 
Wiccan or Pagan identifying 
people due to a lack of un­
derstanding of the practices 
or beliefs. In the future, his 
personal goal is to address 
these assumptions in hopes 
to create better education 
about the faith on campus.
“I think there’s definitely 
still the stereotype that our re­
ligion isn’t real, that we make 
pacts with the devil or that we 
even believe in the Christian 
devil,” Pettersch said. “The 
idea that we do dark things 
and are inherently out to harm
others is something people 
definitely still carry around 
today that I would like to dis­
mantle as this year goes on.”
Despite the growing com­
munity on campus, Pettersch 
said many individuals may 
not understand the faith or 
know about it entirely.
“Wiccan, Pagan or witch 
can be classified as a system 
of faith that is all about self­
empowerment,” he said. “It’s 
about taking into our own 
two hands our destiny and fu­
ture. It heavily relies on being 
connected to nature and the 
universe as a whole.”
As the club provides an 
open forum, Tally said the 
setting allows a space for
people to learn and develop 
their skills in a safe and con­
structive environment.
“We have a community 
too, and I’m happy we can 
finally reach out to each 
other,” Tally said. “It’s not al­
ways safe to talk about being 
Wiccan because there’s such 
a huge stigma, especially in 
such a conservative area.”
Throughout the semester, 
Pettersch expects membership 
to grow as the club becomes a 
permanent fixture on campus.
Those interested in join­
ing the Wiccan club can at­
tend meetings in the Kirkhof 
Center at 9 p.m. every Friday. 
Members are not required to 
attend all meetings.
FAITH: David Pettersch (left), Shawn Tally (middle) and Finn Marcks 
(right) speak at a Wiccan club meeting, gvl | ashlyn korienek
Currently Leasing for 2017-2018. Free to Apply!
492* tfecker Drive, Allendale, Ml 49401 www.enclavenow.com Info^endavenow 607-6222
OH YEAH, YOUR PLACE COMES 
WITH ALL THIS.
IF YOU DIDN'T HAVE CLASSj|WJJ|K 
YOU'D NEVER LEAVE.
Heated pool with sundeck 
Fire pits and grilling station 
Multimedia room 
24/7 fitness center ^
,24/7 technology center 
24/7 private study rooms 
24/7 tanning 
Pet friendly-h** ....-x' life..
• • • • ••
OCTOBER 20, 2016
GRAND VALLEY LANTHORN
^0 (&GVLSPORTS SPORTS A7
QUICK HITS
•IIIIIIIIIIIIMIIIIIIIIMIIIIIIllllliiiiiillllllllllllllllllllllll
MENCOTTI EARNS GLIAC 
OFFENSIVE PLAYER OF 
THE WEEK FOR THIRD TIME 
THIS SEASON
Grand Valley State women’s 
soccer player Gabriella Mencotti 
earned her third GLIAC Offensive 
' Player of the Week this season.
' She won the award two consecu­
tive weeks, on Sept. 19 and 26.
Mencotti was a key contribu­
tor in the Lakers’ two wins over 
the weekend. She tallied a goal 
and an assist in the first game 
against Ohio Dominican, followed 
by a five-goal performance in 
Sunday’s match against Findlay.
" Her five goals were a GVSU 
record for most goals in a single 
‘ game and a GLIAC record for most 
goals in a single-conference game.
The six-goal weekend bumped 
her to the top of the list in most 
points and goals in all of Division 
II. She has 20 goals on the season 
along with eight assists.
SEVEN FORMER GV 
BASKETBALL PLAYERS 
COMPETING OVERSEAS
The Grand Valley State men’s 
basketball team has seven former 
players competing professionally 
;abroad. Former center Callistus 
Eziukwa, a 2008 graduate,
-signed with Maccabi Ashdod in 
Israel for the upcoming season. 
•Last season, Eziukwa played 
!for Apoel Nicosia and averaged 
11.3 points, 7.6 rebounds and 1.8 
’ blocks per game.
Eziukwa’s teammate, Nick
* Freer (2008), is playing for Hapa 
•Ansbach in Germany this season.
Through three games, Freer is 
averaging 21 points per game.
I Former forward Nick Waddell is 
‘playing for Athletico Welcome in 
^Uruguay this season. Through the 
“team’s first five games, Waddell is 
.averaging 12 points and a team- 
high nine rebounds per game.
Tyrone Lee (2013) is an­
other GVSU center that is playing 
professionally. Lee plays for Club 
•Deportes Castro in Chile. He 
‘leads the team in points (17.7) 
and minutes (35.7) per game.
Former point guard Rob Woodson 
(2014) recently resigned with BC 
Kremen Kremenchuk in Ukraine. 
Woodson helped the team to the 
Superleague semifinals last season.
GVSU’s 2015 graduate Darren 
Washington signed with Italy’s 
New Basket Mola in the Serie C 
Silver Division. Last season, he 
played for the Lake Michigan 
.Admirals. Last year, graduate 
,Chaz Rollins plays for the Surrey 
Scorchers in the United Kingdom 
BBL. He is averaging 10.2 points 
and eight rebounds per game.
FORMER LAKER CROSS 
COUNTRY AND TRACK 
ATHLETE WINS MARATHON
Alan Peterson, a former cross 
country and track athlete for 
Grand Valley State, won the Detroit 
Free Press/Talmer Bank Marathon 
Sunday, Oct. 16. He placed first 
in a field of nearly 1,900 runners. 
Peterson finished with a time of 
*2:19:20, five minutes faster than 
? the second-place runner.
During his time at GVSU, 
.Peterson was named a USTFCCCA 
.‘All-American in 2013 and was 
;a three time USTFCCCA Cross­
-Country All-Region honoree.
* '
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FOOTBALL
•Saturday, 2:30 p.m. at Hillsdale
m
■m
WOMEN’S SOCCER 
Friday, 7 p.m, vs. Northwood
'Sunday, noon at Saginaw Valley
-State * •
,• ►
■VbLLEYBALL 
Friday, 7 p.m. at Wayne State
Saturday, 2 p.m. at Findlay
’* #»• .
SWIM AND DIVE 
Friday, 5 p.m. vs. Lewis (M.W) 
Saturday, 1 p.m. at Calvin (M,W) 
Saturday, 1 p.m. at Hillsdale (W)
i [
CROSSCOUNTRY
Saturday, all day at GLIAC 
Championships (Big Rapids)
Resilience
BY JOSH PEICK
ASSISTANTSPORTSCdiLANTHORN.COM
H
ow an athlete re­
sponds to adver­
sity defines who 
they are as a player 
and as a person. If that holds 
true, Alexis Mencotti of the 
Grand Valley State womens 
soccer team would be de­
scribed as someone who 
thrives in the face of adver­
sity and never lets anything
hold her back from getting 
back on the soccer field.
Although she has only 
played one full season due to 
a string of injuries during her 
four-year tenure with the Lak­
ers, Mencotti has been a staple 
in the GVSU program.
Mencotti has endured 
three separate tom-ACL inju­
ries during her playing career, 
once in high school and twice 
at GVSU. Each time could 
have been career-ending, but
Mencotti fought back through 
rehab to return to the field.
Her first injury was a 
devastating realization of 
how competitive it is to earn 
a spot on a college roster. 
After her injury, a number 
of schools that were look­
ing to recruit her stopped 
all contact with her until she 
proved she could play again.
“I just remember going 
into my senior year (of high 
school) and thinking that
“Struggle isn’t a word that’s in her dictionary She 
defines perseverance. She defines determination (She 
is) an absolute leader to look up to and * complete role 
model not only for the freshmen but also the seniors 
in the program to continue to push forward every day. 
You can always see that Alexis sees the light at the end 
of the tunnel and continues to find value in every single 
day. She means a lot.” • Gabbie Guibbord
“She is the heart of this team. She brings the energy. 
She brings commitment, dedication, she just rubs rt 
off on everyone in every way. Even though she is not 
on the field, you can feel her energy. You usually say 
that someone plays with heart, but she just has heart in 
everything she does.’* - Marti Corby
“(Alexis) means more to this team than anyone can 
even put into words. Her dedication, her perseverance, 
her ability to overcome any sort of obstacle that is 
presented in front of her is so inspiring. She has put so 
much into this program. She has left such a legacy and 
will be talked about for so many years to come by the 
coaching staff and other players." - Clare Carlson
”1 think she is everyone's biggest supporter She’s 
there for everyone and willing to do the extra work for 
people and making sure they are getting better. She
made me better as a pfayer.’’ - Gabriella MeiKotti
“She is one of the most determined players that I've 
worked with, and one that all of her teammates truly 
respect from the bottom of their heart. We had conver­
sations as she began to embark on (her last) recovery 
about how few people I even know in the game that have 
recovered or tried to recover to get back to playing form. 
It was never a doubt in her mind that she was going to 
get back. It can't be understated about how impressive 
that is. Remarkable is the word for it.” * Jeff Hosier, coach
THRIVING: Alexis Mencotti has had an injury-laden college career 
at GVSU, but her team values her leadership, gvl I kevin sielaff
Alexis Mencotti finishes senior season 
in Laker blue after several torn ACL 
injuries, years of physical rehabilitation
my dream of playing college 
soccer, I didn’t think I was 
going to get it,” Mencotti 
said. “I thought I was done.”
While many schools 
shied away from Mencotti, 
GVSU was the one school 
that had confidence in her 
ability and gave her a chance 
to live out her dream.
After the long rehab to 
get back on the field to start 
her college career, Men­
cotti made a wrong cut in
a preseason practice and 
injured her knee again.
“I heard a pop, and I knew 
the sensation because I had 
felt it a couple years prior,” 
Mencotti said. “I knew in­
stantly what it was, and just 
hearing the news from the 
doctor was very difficult.”
Mencotti was sidelined 
for her freshman year, but 
that did not stop her from 
vs^lfw bneici 
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Three point 
stance: GV versus 
Hillsdale preview
BY BEAU TROUTMAN
SPORTS@LANTHORN.COM
With his team at 7-0 
(6-0 GLIAC), Grand Valley 
State coach Matt Mitchell is 
imploring his team—cur­
rently ranked No. 2 in the 
nation—to avoid the trap 
of complacency with only a 
handful of games left in the 
regular season.
The Lakers face off with 
the Hillsdale Chargers (3- 
3, 2-3 GLIAC) this Satur­
day, Oct. 22 in the first of 
three road games left on 
the schedule. The Chargers 
have lost two out of their last 
three games, and GVSU’s 
focus this week is playing at 
peak performance, no mat­
ter the caliber of opponent.
“Everything we worked on 
in January up until this point, 
a lot of little things—little de­
tails like showing up on time 
and staying true to those de­
tails and understanding it’s 
about the process,” Mitchell 
said. “If you believe in the pro­
cess, the product will come.
“The message doesn’t re­
ally change, and hopefully 
we have a group who under­
stands they have a unique 
window of opportunity and 
they have to attack it.”
One: Attacking the 
Chargers
The Chargers are 3-0 at 
home this season, and with 
a 2:30 p.m. kickoff, will at­
tempt to catch the Lakers
off guard in a hostile envi­
ronment. This will be the 
last time the Lakers will face 
the Chargers as a confer­
ence opponent—Hillsdale 
is leaving the GLIAC after 
this season for the G-MAC.
However, the Charger 
defense may not be up to the 
task of containing a Laker 
offense that boasts quarter­
back Bart Williams (1,681 
passing yards, 11 touch­
downs) Martayveus Carter 
(910 rush yards, 11 touch­
downs) and several more 
bona fide playmakers.
The Charger defense ranks 
11th and 12th in points al­
lowed per-game (30.3) and 
yards allowed per-game 
(409.8) among all 14 con­
ference teams, respectively. 
That defense will face a Laker 
offense that averages 41.1 
points-per-game and 498 
yards per-game, both good 
for second most in the GLI­
AC. The Chargers have given 
up more than 40 points in 
their last two games.
Maybe the Chargers’ only 
saving grace this Saturday 
will be the sophomore trio 
leading the team on offense. 
Quarterback Chance Stew­
art—who bears resemblance 
to Bart Williams at a sturdy 
6’5”—is having a decent 
year under center (1,463 
yards, 12 touchdowns, two 
interceptions). Receiver Trey
SEE FOOTBALL | A8
HOLDING STRONG: Alton Voss hits the Truman State quarterback Saturday, Oct. 15. The Grand 
Valley State Lakers will face off against the Hillsdale Chargers Saturday, Oct. 22. gvl | Emily frye
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working outside of practice 
to ensure she would be back 
for her sophomore year.
“If girls are working as 
hard as they can on the held, 
1 need to be working just as 
hard off the held in my recov­
ery," Mencotti said. “If it was 
a two-hour practice, 1 was in 
the weight room, I was run­
ning, I was doing some type 
of rehab for the two hours.”
Her hard work paid off, 
because by the time her soph­
omore season started, Men­
cotti was physically ready to 
make an impact on the team.
“Once you get a taste of 
college soccer, I just remem­
ber my freshman year, I got a 
taste of a national champion­
ship, and that’s all I wanted,” 
Mencotti said. “That was my 
motivation to come back and 
play (my sophomore year).”
Midway through her 
sophomore season, the team
was lacking consistency at 
the center-back position, 
and Mencotti hlled that role 
and exceeded expectations 
the rest of the season.
Mencotti started all 
throughout the postseason on 
the team’s national champion­
ship run and played a vital role 
in the team’s success.
“I think that one of the 
things that gets lost in the inju­
ry-plagued career of (Mencotti) 
is that she is extremely tal­
ented,” said Jeff Hosier, GVSU 
head coach. “People continue 
to talk about the final four (in 
2014), and she was just abso­
lutely fantastic. Defending ar­
guably the best forward in the 
country in the semifinal against 
Saint Rose, and then Rollins, 
who was the nation’s No. 1 of­
fense, shutting them out”
Her national championship 
run and performance her soph­
omore year was the highlight of 
her career, but her stint in the 
starting lineup was short-lived 
after she tore her ACL again in 
a spring season game.
“It was the most pain I have 
ever felt in my life in that mo­
ment,” Mencotti said “I couldn’t 
get up, and I couldn’t walk. That 
was the hardest thing that I had 
ever been faced with because 
I was so sick of recovering. I 
needed a good mental break.”
Her injury not only af­
fected herself, but the en­
tire team and coaching staff 
around her. To see the hard- 
work that Mencotti had put 
into her rehabilitation, only 
to see her get hurt again, was 
devastating for the team.
“When she tore her ACL 
(a third time), I can’t even 
put into words how heart­
breaking it was for everyone,” 
said Clare Carlson. “A lot of 
people told her she couldn’t 
come back, she shouldn’t 
come back, (but) she did.”
For the third time in four 
years, Mencotti was faced with 
another form of adversity, but 
never gave up on the dream of 
returning to the soccer field.
“It’s hard to watch year after 
year it continue to happen, but
being a shoulder to cry on and 
letting her know that I am al­
ways there for her (was impor­
tant),” said Gabbie Guibbord, a 
lifelong friend of Mencotti.
After a rigorous 15-month 
rehabilitation, Mencotti re­
turned to the practice field in 
the best shape of her life, physi­
cally and mentally prepared to 
endure a full season of playing.
“I’m taking this heads on. 
I’m not a quitter,” Mencotti 
said. “I said 1 would play four 
years here, maybe five years, 
six years depending on my 
body, but I’m not quitting.”
Mencotti played in the first 
two games of the season in 
California, but she knew inter­
nally that something did not 
feel right with her knee. She 
returned to the doctor to find 
out she had a tom meniscus 
and swelling in her ACL. At 
this point, continuing to play 
could mean knee replacement 
surgeries in the future. It was 
then she realized that her play­
ing career had come to an end.
“Knowing that I never
quit, I never quit on the sport, 
my body quit,” Mencotti said. 
“Mentally, I could go round 
four. There is no (doubt) in 
my mind that I could do an­
other ACL, another surgery, 
anything. I’m ready to take 
on that challenge, but my 
body quit on me.”
She sat out the rest of the 
2016 season, until senior day 
Sunday, Oct. 16. In an agree­
ment between Hosier and 
Mencotti, she started the game 
against Findlay and played un­
til the first stoppage in play.
“It was important for her to 
have that start because she has 
put a lot of sweat equity into this 
program,” Hosier said. “Never 
has her mindset been anything 
other than getting back (on the 
field) for the team. If anyone 
has earned that opportunity 
that day, it’s (Mencotti).”
In an emotional moment 
for Mencotti to hear her name 
called in the starting lineup one 
last time, it was also emotional 
for her teammates, who have 
been by her side through this
roller coaster of a journey.
“It was emotional to see 
because it’s been since sopho­
more year, and I know how 
much she deserved it and 
how much she really wishes 
she could have been out there 
every start,” said Marti Corby. 
“It was inspiring to see the last 
time she was on that field.”
Mencotti played in an un­
familiar position, forward. 
She almost had a breakaway 
opportunity, but Findlay’s 
last defender cleared the ball 
before she got to it.
“I was thinking about 
making it interesting and 
maybe I slide tackle, but 
then I thought maybe not,” 
Mencotti said, jokingly.
It was the first time she 
had been on the field in twi> 
months, but her teammates fefe 
like they had not missed a heft.
“Seeing her out there, it al­
most felt normal,” Carlson said 
“I was so grateful that I was able 
to start on the field with her for 
her last career start and to be 
there for the entire journey’’
BACK IN ACTION: Alton Voss recovers from a play against Truman State during the homecoming game 
Saturday. Oct. 15. The Lakers beat the Bulldogs, finishing with a final score of 41-3. GVL I EMILY FRYE
BREAKAWAY: Bart Williams evades a tackle from a Truman State player Saturday, Oct. 15 during the GVSU 
homecoming game. The Lakers are preparing for their upcoming game against the Chargers. GVL I EMILY FRYE
WE ARE THE CHAMPIONS: The Grand Valley State football team celebrates their recent win against the Truman State Bulldogs Saturday, Oct. 15. Grand Valley State football will face the Hillsdale Chargers 
(3-3) this Saturday, Oct. 22, where they will try to defend their undefeated season record (7-0) for a chance to win the Division II national championship title for the fifth time in history. GVL | emily frye
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Brock will be a problem for 
the Lakers. He leads the GLI- 
AC in receptions, in catches 
(46) and yards (772). More 
than that, Brock has done this 
in just six games—the next 
four leading receivers in the 
conference have played seven. 
Running back Joe Reverman 
(513 yards, five touchdowns) 
is having a solid year as well.
In the end, though, the 
Chargers’ woes on defense 
will likely lead to their down­
fall this Saturday. Stewart and 
Brock will have their mo­
ments, but GVSU will bid 
farewell to the Chargers in 
their last year in the confer­
ence with a barrage of points 
and another blowout win.
For this to happen, the 
Lakers will have to walk in to 
Hillsdale as if it were an Ash­
land or a Ferris State.
“We always say six inches,”’ 
said GVSU receiver Brandon 
Bean. “Were only worried 
about what’s right in front of 
us. We’re going to attack this 
week of practice, and then 
we’re going to go down to Hill­
sdale and try to play our best 
football of the season.
“Anything past that, I 
can’t really say—it’s just 
what’s next on the list.”
Prediction: GVSU 45, 
Hillsdale 14.
Two: Young bucks 
stepping up
The Lakers have dealt with 
a rash of injuries to starters this 
season, but younger players 
have filled in admirably when 
their names have been called. 
Young players like nickel Dae- 
Shaun Hurley, comer Kalen 
Dunham, and safety Jailyn
Harden have made the most of 
their playing opportunities.
Redshirt freshman line­
backer Isaiah Nkansah sym­
bolized the growth of the 
younger players this past Sat­
urday against Truman State. 
Nkansah blocked a punt in 
the first quarter, the first 
of the year for the Lakers, 
which was returned for a six- 
yard touchdown by backup 
receiver Jalen Bryant.
The play was a fitting rep­
resentation for the growth 
of GVSU’s second and third 
lines on the roster.
“Isaiah Nkansah is a guy
I can point to,” Mitchell said. 
“His first game or two, it was 
ugly. I mean, it was really ugly. 
But he stuck with the process, 
kept getting better and I had 
enough faith in him Saturday to 
put him in a position to block a 
punt, and he made the play’’
Three: Secret weapon
GVSU kicker Joel Schip- 
per nailed a 51-yard field goal 
against Truman State, and 
maybe the most amazing thing 
about it was that it had the dis­
tance to go even further.
The kick was the first field 
goal over 50-yards by a GVSU
kicker since Doug Kochanski’s 
52-yarder on Nov. 8,1997.
The Lakers’ high octane 
offense has only allowed 
Schipper seven field goal at­
tempts this season, but they 
know they have a valuable 
weapon on the sideline.
“I just kind of try and focus 
on kicking every ball the same,” 
Schipper said. “That 51 -yarder, 
I want to kick that just like an 
extra point. Just stay focused 
and stay in the moment. A lot 
of it is visualizing in practice, 
visualizing those big moments 
in games and that really keeps 
me hungry and prepared.”
Grandfl
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GV men’s golf captures 
first win of fall season
FINtSMIMG STRONG: Alex Nannetti warms up on The Meadows golf course March 29. The Laker golf team 
.finished the fall season with its first and last win of the fall season in Dearborn, Michigan. GVL | archive
BY BRENDAN MCMAHON
BMCMAHON@LANTHORN.COM
The Grand Valley State 
men’s golf team wrapped up 
the fall season with a first 
place finish at the Motor City 
Invitational in Dearborn, 
Michigan Oct. 16-17, shoot­
ing a 21-over-597 team score.
It was the first and lone 
win of the fall season. The 
Lakers finished in the top 
four or higher in all four of 
their fall tournaments.
The Lakers separated them­
selves quickly in round one 
by scoring a 294 (+6). Senior 
Alex Nannetti finished the first 
round three strokes under par, 
giving the Lakers a 10-stroke 
lead over the 15-team field.
TPC Michigan, which is a 
Jack Nicklaus design, is one of 
the toughest courses in south­
ern Michigan. The Lakers went 
into round one with a very ag­
gressive mindset, building off 
of positive shots and not let­
ting poor shots phase them.
“A 294 on that course is a 
really good score and we felt 
great about it,” said GVSU 
coach Gary Bissell. “Day one 
was all good feelings.”
Led by sophomore Alex 
Scott in round two, the Lak­
ers shot a 303 (+15), a score 
that was just enough to hold 
off charging Saginaw Valley 
State and Bellarmine from 
making a comeback.
“We felt comfortable go­
ing into round two,” Scott 
said. “It was a ‘respect every­
one, fear no one’ situation.”
While that was the mindset 
before the round, feelings be­
gan to change on the course. 
The wind picked up, making 
very little room for error, plac­
ing a great amount of pressure 
on the Lakers to hold on to 
their first win of the fall.
Bissell felt the team was 
pressing too 
hard in round 
two to stretch 
their lead rath­
er than making 
the smarter 
shots to hold 
onto the win.
In a close tour­
nament like 
this, overlook­
ing any shot 
can be costly.
“We did a 
poor job of 
handling our­
selves the sec­
ond day, and we let frustra­
tion get to us,” said junior 
Domenic Mancinelli. “We 
got lucky we didn’t end up 
losing the tournament.”
Scott scored sixth indi­
vidually in the tournament 
by shooting a five-over-149. 
Right behind him and fin­
ishing 12th was Mancinelli 
with a seven-over-151.
Scott and Mancinelli 
led this tournament for the 
Lakers, but Bissell is certain
any player on his team can 
step up at any moment.
Bissell believes that there 
is not just one single leader of 
this golf team, rather, the Lak­
ers have several great golfers 
who can all lead and play well. 
This includes sophomores 
Bryce Messner and Mitchell 
White, who both finished in­
side the top-20 individually.
Despite the near col­
lapse in the fi­
nal round, the 
Lakers held on 
to what Bis­
sell said was “a 
perfect win.”
The Lakers 
gained a little 
bit of confi­
dence from the 
win but can 
take day two 
as a positive 
learning expe­
rience moving 
forward.
“We won, it 
feels good,” Bissell said. “But 
it wasn’t all sunshine and 
rainbows, we have a lot of 
work to do this winter.”
The Lakers will have plen­
ty of time to practice through­
out the winter in preparation 
for spring, when expectations 
are higher than ever.
The Lakers begin the 
spring portion of their sea­
son March 5 at Primm Val­
ley Golf Course for the Las 
Vegas Desert Classic.
“We won and it 
feels good. But it 
wasn’t all sunshine 
and rainbows, we 
have a lot of work 
to do this winter.”
suunr ansstui
GVSU GOLF COACH
Dll HOCKEY
BY NATALIE L0NGR0Y
NLONGROY@LANTHORN.COM
Many students take the 
normal route in life from 
high school to college, but 
there are others who take 
the beaten path.
Grand Valley State club 
hockey (Division II) play­
er Lucas Little is not the 
typical sophomore at 22 
years old. Before he was 
checking out colleges, he 
was looking at AAA and 
North American Hockey 
League teams to play for.
At a young age, Little had 
no interest in hockey. His 
family and friends didn’t 
watch or play hockey so he 
had no exposure to the sport.
That all changed one 
Christmas Day. His grand­
mother bought him his first 
pair of skates, CCM Tacks, at 
•9 years old. That same winter, 
Little skated for the first time 
•in a local rink and fell in love.
' After Little started play­
ing, he began paying atten­
tion more to hockey. Living 
[in Traverse City, Michigan, 
[Little had the opportunity to 
go watch some of the Detroit 
Red Wings players practice.
“I remember watching 
some of my favorite players 
like Steve Yzerman, Nick- 
las Lidstrom and Dominik 
!Hasek,” Little said. “Those 
players were role models to 
;me when I was younger, so 
■being able to see them play in 
person was really special.”
£ But Traverse City was 
Jood for more than just see­
ing the big time players, 
h “I think Traverse City re- 
fcjlf helped me develop the ba- 
fec skills I needed for hockey’ 
kittle said. “I was also fortunate 
jjnough to have many great 
roaches in Traverse City that 
yelped me progress into a bet­
ter hockey player as I got older.” 
V Little played for his high 
ichool team,Traverse City Cen­
tral, then moved down state to 
play Midget Major AAA for the 
Oakland Jr. Grizzlies.
While Little may have 
moved, his family stayed in 
Traverse City. He stayed with 
billet families—families who 
provide junior hockey play­
ers with room and board— 
while he played in AAA and 
juniors. The billet family 
would host Little while he 
played for the season.
"I became very close with 
all of the families I lived with 
over the past years, and still 
talk and interact with them 
often,” Little said. “They be­
came a second family to me.”
From AAA to juniors, a 
player has to get drafted. Dur­
ing his senior year, Little said he 
was watching and listening to 
the draft at a computer, hoping 
to hear his name get called.
Once his name was 
called, Little was excited 
and his parents were too.
“They were really excited 
for me,” Little said. "They 
knew this was something I 
had been striving to accom­
plish, so once it was official, 
they were very proud of me.”
He was drafted by the 
Port Huron Fighting Falcons 
in the NAHL. Little said he 
traveled and lived in different 
states and he would have only 
experienced that through 
playing junior hockey.
Collin Finkhouse, one of 
Little’s current teammates 
from the GVSU hockey team 
who also played AAA and ju­
niors, said they played each 
other multiple times but Little 
would always be one of the 
better players on the team.
“I played against Lucas be­
fore juniors and after juniors 
and he certainly became a 
much more rounded and bet­
ter player," Finkhouse said. “As 
a person, I didn’t know Lucas 
that well before juniors, but I 
can say that here at GV he is 
a great student, hockey player
FMMM NONE: Lucas Little lines up for a shot during a junior hockey game. Little currently plays 
defense for the Grand Valley State Lakers and is a criminal justice major, courtesy | lucas little
and friend so I would say ju­
niors did a pretty good job of 
preparing him for the future.”
However, one can’t play 
in juniors forever. Once a 
player turns 21 during a 
season, that will be their 
last season playing juniors.
Little still hoped to one day 
play college hockey and Grand 
Valley State was the right fit.
“The atmosphere around 
campus was something 
that really grabbed my at­
tention,” Little said. “Being 
a criminal justice major, 
GVSU offers a police acad­
emy during the summer on 
the Allendale Campus and 
even though I have not yet 
decided what route I would 
like to take with my major, 
the Grand Rapids area has 
so many resources and op­
portunities for myself to ex­
plore different areas of the 
criminal justice field.”
Now Little has achieved 
his goal of playing college 
hockey. He plays defense for 
GVSU and aspires to play like 
defenseman Erik Karlsson of 
the NHL’s Ottawa Senators.
“(Karlsson) is an offensive 
defenseman that contributes 
by providing an offensive pres­
ence,” Little said “I’ve always 
tried to provide an offensive 
touch for my team, while main­
taining a strong defensive core.”
This style of play does 
not go unnoticed by his 
teammates, either.
“He can rip the puck and 
that makes him dangerous 
from anywhere especially 
on the power play,” said 
GVSU’s Spencer Craig. “He 
also has the ability to jump 
into plays and create offense 
when gaps open up.”
Being a student athlete, 
school comes first and 
Little takes that seriously. 
Finkhouse said Little had a 
4.0 GPA last year.
But some qualities can’t 
be taught in the classroom
or coached on the ice.
“I think, not only myself 
but all of his friends and 
teammates would agree that 
Little will always have your
back if you need him, which 
is a crucial quality when it 
comes to being not only 
a teammate but a friend," 
Finkhouse said. “Little is
a good hockey player, but 
when it comes to our team, 
he is a leader that leads by 
example not only on the ice, 
but off of it too.”
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MOVING ON: Alex Amos reaches in her bag during the seventh annual Gilda's Club Laker Fall Invitation­
al Sunday, Sept. 25. The Lakers will play the Trevecca Women's Fall Invitational next. GVL | EMILY FRYE
BY MASON TRONSOR
M TRONSOR(g>LA N THORN. COM
The Anchor-Bone Clas­
sic was renewed on the ten­
nis courts Wednesday, Oct 
19 in Big Rapids, Michigan as 
the Grand Valley State Lakers 
womens tennis squad defeated 
the Ferris State Bulldogs 8-1.
“We came out and 
played really strong,” said 
GVSU coach John Black. “It 
was a great win today and 
it sets a great tune heading 
into the conference tourna­
ment next weekend.”
GVSU needed a victory 
to stand alone in third place 
for the GLIAC regular sea­
son standings. The Lakers 
now await the results of other 
GLIAC matches in order for 
the 2016 GLIAC tournament 
bracket to be released. With 
this victory, the Lakers will slot 
into the bracket as the No. 3 
seed behind Northwood and 
Tiffin (the two losses on GV- 
SU’s schedule this fall).
Entering enemy territo­
ry, the Lakers felt the pres­
sure, especially since the 
Bulldogs were the lone loss 
from an almost perfect con­
ference season a year ago. 
This time around, things
were completely different.
GVSU came out making 
a huge crowd-quieting state­
ment by sweeping the doubles 
play. The doubles pairs includ­
ed: Madison Ballard/Rachel 
Sumner (No. 1 seed), Aimee 
Moccia/Allie Sweeney (No. 2 
seed) and Abby Perkins/Livia 
Christman (No. 3 seed).
“The doubles sweep defi­
nitely helped,” Sweeney said. 
“That didn’t allow them to go 
off of anything really. What 
are they going to say when 
we are up three to zero?”
Singles play is when the 
Bulldogs began to fight back, 
and not just with their play.
“They had horrible 
sportsmanship,” Christman 
said. “Beating them was 
better than beating anyone 
else in the conference.”
The Lakers continued to 
roll into singles play from 
the doubles sweep. No.l 
seed singles player Ballard 
set the tone for GVSU with 
a hard-fought win, includ­
ing a 14-12 tiebreaker.
Sweeney, the No. 2 sin­
gles seed, followed suit with 
a three-set victory of her 
own, clinching the overall 
match for the Lakers.
“It feels really good to win
this match especially since 
Ferris was our only loss last 
year,” Sweeney said. “I think we 
knew we needed to step it up 
and get the job done.”
GVSU sophomore Nicole 
Heiniger was the No. 6 seed for 
the match and she continued 
her conference-undefeated 
streak in singles play. She is 
now 8-0 on the season.
The Lakers will have this 
weekend to rest up before 
preparing for the GLIAC 
tournament next weekend 
(Oct. 28-Oct. 30). The brack­
ets have not been released 
yet, however if the season 
ended as of Wednesday, Oct. 
19, GVSU would face either 
Michigan Tech or Wayne 
State. If the Lakers win their 
first-round match, they 
would receive a rematch with 
Tiffin in the semifinals.
“We can’t look past who­
ever we play in the first round,” 
Black said. “We need to be 
ready for a tough match no 
matter who it is. We’ll just go 
out and give it our best no mat­
ter who we are playing against”
Last season, the Lakers 
made it to the GLIAC tourna­
ment title match and lost to the 
Timberwolves, who remain 
undefeated this season.
W. OOLF
shuts down Ferris State
Freshman Katie Chip- 
man posted the best scores 
for the Lakers. She also fin­
ished in the top 10 golfers 
over the two days. Chipman 
logged just two over par 
on Monday (74), but seven 
over par Tuesday (79).
“The second day I just 
wasn’t hitting the fairways,” 
Chipman said. “It made it 
a little harder to get on the 
greens and to putt.”
Julie Guckian also rep­
resented the Lakers well on 
Monday (75). She was only 
one stroke over par with two 
holes left to play, and then 
bogeyed the final two to pro­
duce a score of three over par 
to end. She struggled Tues­
day, however, shooting five 
more than Sunday (80).
"I was happy with the first 
day, but I was disappointed 
in how I played the second 
day,” Guckian said. “Monday 
is what I would call a grind. 
Nothing was going badly, 
but things just weren’t work­
ing out in my favor.”
Guckian finished in the 
top 15 golfers over the week­
end, tied for No. 12.
Next best score for the 
Lakers was Samantha Moss 
with a consistent 78 on Mon­
day and a 79 on Tuesdsay.
Maria Sol Pose seemed to 
have the “reverse-Laker ef­
fect,” having a rough day on 
Sunday, and a quality day on 
Monday. Sol Pose improved 
on her 81 stroke Monday 
with a 77 stroke Tuesday.
Senior Alex Taylor fin­
ished with a 77 on Monday, 
and an 86 stroke Tuesday.
After day one, the Lak­
ers’ spirits were high. They 
had landed in third with 
some quality numbers 
posted with only two golf­
ers shooting over an 80.
After day two, though, 
the Lakers found themselves 
disappointed with how play 
went. This day, GVSU had 
four golfers shoot over an 80.
The Lakers are looking 
forward, however. GVSU’s 
overall goal of the season is 
to tee off at nationals.
“We putted better in 
this tournament,” Mailloux 
said. “We struggled with 
ball striking, but I think 
putting went better.”
The last tournament 
GVSU played was the Bing 
Beall tournament in Find­
lay, Ohio, where the Lakers 
finished in third place.
The next competition 
the Laker women will take 
part in will be the Trevecca 
Women’s Fall Invitational 
at Old Hickory Country 
Club in Old Hickory, Ten­
nessee Oct. 24-25.
W. TENNIS
STAYING FOCUS! D: GVSU sophomore Aimee Moccia plays against Saginaw Valley State University * 
Saturday. Sept. 12 in Allendale. The women's tennis team is the No. 3 GLIAC seed. GVi | EMILY FRYE *
Laker women’s tennis
BY JAKE CARROLL
JCARROLL@LANTHORN.COM
The Grand Valley State 
University women’s golf team 
claimed fourth place over the 
weekend at the Big Apple Lady 
Invitational Oct 16-17. Af­
ter Monday, the Lakers found 
themselves in third, but after a 
shaky performance on Tues­
day the Lakers fell to fourth.
GVSU (619) finished 
behind University of India­
napolis (586), Missouri-St. 
Louis (608) and only one 
strok* behind the third- 
place teem, California 
State-Monterey Bay (618).
“Day two was every­
thing day one wasn’t,” said 
GVSU coach Rebecca Mail­
loux. “Day one, we played 
well. You can’t always re­
peat that, though.”
GVSU was really a tale of 
two days. Monday, the Lak­
ers shot a 304, which landed 
them in third place, followed 
by California State-Monterey 
Bay (310) which was six 
strokes behind the Lakers.
Tuesday, the Lakers 
shot 11 strokes more than 
Monday (315). California 
State shot two under what 
they did on Sunday (308) 
and took over third place, 
knocking GVSU to fourth.
Falling to fourth
LAKER EXCHANGE
FREE CLASSIFIEDS FOR STUDENTS, FACULTY AND STAFF > 
some restrictions apply
email lakerexchange@lanthorn.com for more info on restrictions * 
FOR COMMERCIAL RATES EMAIL
lakerexchange@lanthom.com OR CALL 616-331-2460
Energizing Our World
Saturday, Oct 22nd. 
Registration is 8:30 AM. 
Sessions are 9:00 to 
3:00pm.
Middle school students 
grades 6-8, $10 per student. 
Includes t-shirt and lunch. 
This is an exciting one day 
event for middle 
school students to learn 
about sustainable power. 
Students will participate in 
activities such as including 
building a solar powered 
device and
testing wind turbines. Visit 
www.gvsu.edu/rmsc/energy 
for more details 
and registration information.
Amtrak Pere Marquette 
offers affordable 
transportation from West 
Michigan all the way to 
Chicago! One ticket gets you 
a pass to the beautiful 
beaches of Benton Harbor, 
the world-class dining of 
Grand Rapids, and the 
charming historic shops of 
Holland Michigan. Whatever 
your interests, the train has 
got your ticket to adventure. 
Visit www.mitrain.com for 
more information!
Fruit Ridge Hayrides & Fall 
Fun is now
open for business! Stop by 
for hayrides, corn mazes, 
and fruit picking. It's also the 
perfect place for large 
groups and parties! Visit 
Fruitridgehayrides.com for 
more information!
Leaky faucet? Flickering 
lights? Air conditioner 
broken? As soon as you 
notice something is working 
right, put in a work order at 
www.gvsu.edu/ 
facilitiesservices and do you 
part in saving water and 
electricity at Grand Valleyl
Leaky faucet? Flickering 
light? Unbearably hot dorm? 
Submit a work order! 
Catching issues as soon as 
they appear will help GVSU 
stay a green school! Submit 
a work order today at 
gvsu.edu/facilitiesservices.
Students: Get outta town 
with Indian Trails! Rent your 
own Charter Bus or simply 
get a ticket for one on one of 
the many bus routes 
throughout
Michigan that Indian Trails 
offers!
Visit www indiantrails.com 
for more information or to 
purchase your ticket today!
Got something to say?
Visit www.lanthom.com 
and submit a classified ad 
on the Laker Exchange 
page.
The Annis Water Resources 
Institute (AWRI) 
in Muskegon, Ml is offering 
the Herbert L. VanderMey 
Internship for 
undergraduates at GVSU in 
winter 2017. Deadline 
for applying is November 4, 
2016.
The full announcement and 
criteria for applying for this 
internship is available at: 
www gvsu.edu/wri/ 
internships.
The GVSU Journal of 
History provides 
undergraduates, regardless 
of specialization or interest, 
with a cross-disciplinary 
forum to which they may 
submit their works 
for publication.
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Employment
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Looking for work or know 
someone who is?
At Express Employment 
Professionals Holland/ 
Muskegon, we have full time 
positions available from $11 
to $29 per hour! Positions 
include: Machine Operators, 
General Laborers, 
Office/Clerical, 
Landscaping, Assembly, and 
more. Call our office today at 
616-499-2199 to see what 
opportunities we have for 
you!
For Snle
Brand new pillow top twin XL 
mattress still in plastic for 
sale! Asking $345.00.
The mattress is 14". 
Interested?
Email
mtf enech @ yahoo. com.
Looking for someone to 
sublease my Copper Beach 
Apartment! Gender is 
no issue (but it is currently 
three males. Rent is $432, 
Utilities are not included but 
it is fully furnished! Contact 
me at 989-316-9570, Ask for 
Dakota.
Two bedroom/one bath 
home available for rent. 
$800/mo + utilities. Very 
clean, beautiful hardwood 
floors, washer/dryer. 
Conveniently located 
midway between Allendale 
and Downtown campuses. 
Call Mark at (616) 389-5182 
if you are interested.
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